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Cherokee festivals were part of early tradition. Back before removal…There were six main festivals or 
religious observances before the forced removal. These festivals were to be observed at the capital. The 
Chief (ᎤᎫᏫᏳᎯ uguwiyuhi), seven Counselors (ᎦᎵᏉᎩ ᏗᏂᎳᏫᎩ galigwogi dinilawigi), and people from 
all seven Cherokee clans (ᎦᎵᏉᎩ�ᏧᏂᏴᏫ galigwogi tsuniyvwi) participated.

The First New Moon of Spring was held in March. The seven Counselors  determined when the moons 
would appear and a messenger would announce the upcoming festival to all the Cherokee people. Hunters 
were sent out to catch game seven nights before the festival.

The first evening was when the selected women performed a ceremonial dance. The second day, all went 
to the water for ritual purification. The third day, the people fasted. The fourth day everyone participated 
in ceremonial dances and ended the ceremony.

Afterwards the seven Counselors scheduled an all-night dance. They would have a religious dance, a new 
sacred fire was built and all old fires in the Cherokee homes were put out. They also had a scratching 
ceremony and medicine taking prepared by the Medicine person. At the end, white deer skins were 
presented to the Festival Priests.
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